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BACKGROUND
Canada has sequential drug approval, HTA, and reimbursement processes for new active 
substances (NAS), which can result in delays to patient access. This study examined how time 
to patient has evolved through the COVID-19 pandemic. It also examined reimbursement 
timelines associated with Health Canada-HTA “aligned reviews” in comparison to files that 
progress through the standard CADTH pre-NOC (notice of compliance) process.

METHODOLOGY
This study used regulatory approval data from Health Canada, CADTH Reimbursement 
Reviews, pCPA negotiations, and provincial drug plan listing dates compiled into a custom 
dataset by IQVIA. The dataset was current to March 31, 2022 and will be updated annually. 
67 Health Canada-HTA aligned reviews were identified from the IQVIA Provincial 
Reimbursement Advisor weekly publication, with 55 reviews having data to calculate time 
from Health Canada submission to HTA recommendation.

CONCLUSIONS
There are increasing delays for patients to access new medicines, and Health 
Canada-HTA aligned reviews have not accelerated patient access vis-à-vis the existing 
pre-NOC pathway. The lack of time benefits may help to explain the lack of full uptake 
of the aligned review process and speaks to the ongoing need for aligned reviews to 
remain a voluntary process. A coordinated and collaborative effort to simplify and 
streamline the various stages of the reimbursement system could help to decrease 
delays for patients in accessing new medicines in Canada. 

PUBLIC REIMBURSEMENT TIMELINES: A PANDEMIC SNAPSHOT
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# of First Provincial Listings # of 50% Listings

Number of First Listings and Products Reaching 50% Listing, 2018-2021

Notes: New active substances (NAS) only. Excludes CADTH resubmissions and requests for advice. Excludes 
products with subsequent pCPA negotiations after the first negotiation.
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Notes: New active substances (NAS) only. Excludes CADTH resubmissions and requests for advice. Excludes products with subsequent 
pCPA negotiations after the first negotiation.
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Number of New Medicines Approved and Health Canada Review Times, 2018-2021
23 NAS were first listed on provincial formularies in 2018, 
with 19 of those (83%) reaching availability to 50% of public 
drug plan beneficiaries. 2019 was a record listing year with 
30 new medicines listed, and 25 (83%) reaching 50% 
listing. A lower number of new medicines were listed during 
the pandemic, with only 11 NAS listed and 9 (82%) 
eventually reaching 50% listing. 2021 saw an upward trend 
in listings, with 19 new medicines listed and 17 (89%) of 
those reaching 50% listing.

Although it appears that many new medicines launched in 
Canada become available to half of public drug plan 
beneficiaries, it must be cautioned that the Ontario and 
Quebec drug plans combined make up over 50% of 
Canadian public plan beneficiaries, and that these provinces 
also tend to have more drugs listed, and at a quicker rate, as 
compared to other provinces.

The average time from Health Canada submission to HTA 
recommendation for aligned reviews ranged from 468 days 
(min: 236 days, max: 782 days) for reviews completed in 
2019, 443 days (min: 266 days, max: 715 days) in 2020, 
and 438 days (min: 266 days, max: 871 days) in 2021. 
Non-aligned reviews submitted for HTA pre-NOC were on 
average 10 days faster in 2019, 7 days faster in 2020, and 
29 days faster in 2021.

NAS first available on a provincial formulary in 2021 took 
829 days from Health Canada approval to the first 
Product Listing Agreement (PLA), compared to 525 days 
in 2020, 554 days in 2019, and 685 days in 2018. There 
were further delays between the first Canadian patients to 
access new medicines and the time it took for medicines 
to be accessible to half or more of public plan 
beneficiaries; ranging from 65 days from first PLA to 
50% listing in 2021 to 150 days from first PLA to 50% 
listing in 2018. However, it is expected the time to reach 
50% listing for drugs first available on public formularies 
in 2021 will increase as the dataset is updated to include 
subsequent product listings after the first PLA and which 
were listed throughout 2022.

Health Canada approved 68 NAS in 2018-19, compared to 66 
in 2020-21, and the pandemic did not appear to have a 
negative effect on the time it took Health Canada to approve 
new medicines.


