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Overview of Drug Review in Canada
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The pCODR process is well defined
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The pCODR process is well defined
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Clinical Review Economic Review 

Briefing Package

o Based on clinical review

o Appraisal of submitted data

o Prepare economic review reports

o Protocol development

o Independent systematic literature 

review

o Appraisal of submitted data

o Prepare clinical review reports

Clinical / economic review reports includes:

o Provincial advisory group input

o Patient input

o Clinician Input



The pCODR process is well defined
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o pCODR Expert Review Committee (pERC) 

members include oncologists, pharmacists, 

health economists, and patients

o Follow a deliberate framework that describes 

all elements that should be considered during 

a review
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Submitter feedback



Clinician input to pCODR

• Since February 2016 pCODR allows clinicians to provide 

input and feedback and participate in the pCODR process.

• pCODR updated the clinician input process in 2018 

expanding the process to include oncology physicians, 

pharmacists and nurses.

• This initiative allows for broader clinician participation in 

providing and enhancing value-added information in the 

discussion of drug funding decisions in Canada.
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How does a clinician provide input & 

feedback?  
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Step 1: Clinician Registration

• An eligible registrant must meet both requirements:

• is an actively practising oncologist (or a physician who treats 

cancer patients), oncology pharmacist, or oncology nurse 

• submits a declaration of conflict of interest

• Note: The input from an oncology pharmacist and oncology nurse 

must be part of a joint submission with a registered oncologist or 

physician who treats cancer patients.

• Clinicians can register through:

• www.cadth.ca/pcodr/registration
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http://www.cadth.ca/pcodr/registration


Step 1: Clinician Registration

• What does the registration process look like?
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https://www.cadth.ca/pcodr/registration (Accessed March 21 2018)

https://www.cadth.ca/pcodr/registration


• What does the registration process look like?
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Step 1: Clinician Registration

https://drugreviewsadmin.cadth.ca/Landing/register/register.aspx
?token=pCODR (Accessed March 21 2018)

https://drugreviewsadmin.cadth.ca/Landing/register/register.aspx?token=pCODR


• Within two business days of submitting your 

registration request, you will receive an email from 

CADTH with instructions on the final steps for 

completing your registration

• Complete the final steps outlined in the email. You 

will create a username and password, which will 

then allow you to log in to CADTH’s secure 

Collaborative Workspaces page

• Access to the Collaborative Workspaces page 

will allow clinicians to upload completed input 

documents
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Step 1: Clinician Registration



• Registered clinicians will receive notifications via 

email of all upcoming reviews at pCODR one month 

prior to manufacturers submissions.

• The email notification will have information pertaining 

to the drug and indication under review, the link to the 

clinician input template, and the deadline date for, 

submitting.

• A notification will also be issued once a manufacturer 

submission is received.  Only submit your input after

you receive notification that a submission has been 

received by pCODR.
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Step 2: Clinician Input



• What does the pCODR Review Status look like? 
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Step 2: Clinician Input

https://cadth.ca/keytruda-non-squamous-nsclc-details



Step 2: Clinician Input

• The registered clinician must use the 
drug specific template. 

• Key questions for clinician input 
include: 

• current treatments for indication 
under review

• eligible patient population

• relevance to clinical practice

• Sequencing and priority or 
treatments 

• companion diagnostic testing

• There may be other questions from 
public funders related to 
implementation. These questions are 
specific to the drug and indication 
under review.
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• What does the input submission process look like?
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Step 2: Clinician Input



• How is the Clinician Input Used?
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Step 2: Clinician Input



• Clinicians will receive emails when initial 
recommendations are posted.

• Only clinicians who provided input at the beginning of 
the process may provide feedback on the initial 
recommendation

• Clinician feedback will be considered when making 
the Final Recommendation

• The registered clinician must use the “Stakeholder 
Feedback on a pCODR Expert Review Committee Initial 
Recommendation” template accessed at:

• https://cadth.ca/pcodr/guidelines-procedures-and-
templates

• This template consists of one part:

• Section 3: Feedback on pERC Initial 
Recommendation
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Step 3: Clinician Feedback

https://cadth.ca/pcodr/guidelines-procedures-and-templates


• What does the clinician feedback form look like?
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Step 3: Clinician Feedback



• How clinician feedback is deliberated?
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Step 3: Clinician Feedback



Best Practice Suggestions

• This is your opportunity to provide valuable information about the need for and use of 

new cancer drug therapies, based on your clinical experience.

• Register with pCODR (one-time, online registration): 

• https://drugreviewsadmin.cadth.ca/Landing/register/register.aspx?token=pCODR

• Use the appropriate forms to complete the submission. All submissions that are posted 

as a pending review will have a drug- and indication-specific template for clinicians 

to provide their input. The template will be located on the CADTH Web page 

(https://www.cadth.ca/pcodr/find-a-review) for the corresponding drug and indication.

• Provide input that is relevant to your practice and patients:

• How important you feel it is to have this treatment reimbursed

• Factors that would influence its ease of administration

• How well the drug is tolerated (not always captured in QoL measures)

• Side effects management

• Whether there is equipoise that would allow an RCT to occur

• Consider implementation issues (e.g., sequencing, CDx, etc.)
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https://drugreviewsadmin.cadth.ca/Landing/register/register.aspx?token=pCODR
https://www.cadth.ca/pcodr/find-a-review


Best Practice Suggestions

• Reach out to a patient advocacy group (e.g. Lung Cancer Canada, 
Lymphoma Canada, Myeloma Canada) to help facilitate a group clinician 
submission.

• Patient groups can guide you through the process, contact additional 
physicians who have experience with the drug/indication under 
review, and collate all documents for submission by the lead 
clinician.

• Each participating physician must complete a COI form, to be 
submitted by the lead physician.

• If you agree or don’t agree with pERC’s initial recommendation, you 
have an opportunity to provide feedback, but ONLY if you participate in 
the initial submission.

• Feedback must be submitted using pCODR’s Stakeholder Feedback 
Form: 
https://www.cadth.ca/sites/default/files/pcodr/pCODR%27s%20Drug%20
Review%20Process/StakeholderFeedbackonInitialRec.docx
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https://www.cadth.ca/sites/default/files/pcodr/pCODR's Drug Review Process/StakeholderFeedbackonInitialRec.docx
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Thank you to all who 
contributed to this resource. It 

is made possible through a 
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(pCODR program), Innovative 

Medicines Canada (Joint 
Oncology Project Team) and 

Lymphoma Canada.




